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(57)Abstract: 



PURPOSE: To perform optimum maintenance by 
including a stage for storing information concerning 
the life of an element such as use history and a stage 
forjudging the propriety of exchange of each element 
based on the stored information. 
CONSTITUTION: A front cover 99 is pivotaliy 
supported to a main body 1 so that it can be turned 
in a specified direction at the lower edge part of the 
main body 1. By turning the cover 99, the main body 1 
is opened/closed, and an image forming unit 100 
including consumables is attached/detached. A 
counter for counting the number of using times of 
each element in the unit 100 is installed in the main 
body 1, and the number of using times is written in a 
memory 101 in the unit 100. A control part is 
connected so that information concerning the 
consumable element in the; unit 100, that is, 
recyclable exchange of control load obtained based 

on information from an image forming unit control I/O may be written in the memory 101 
through connectors 102 and 110. The propriety of the exchange of each element is judged 
based on the stored information. 
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